
Service & Justice Coalition Summit Minutes 
January 23, 2021 Meeting via ZOOM (online) 9:30-11:30am 

 
MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: 
Debby Park, Melinda Murdock from St. David's, Clairemont; Deacon Bob Nelson, Chistina Grobin from St. 
Peter’s, Del Mar; Jill Henderson, Parth Domke from St. Bart’s, Poway; Gary Arps, Carolyn Lief, Anita 
Wucinic-Turner, Diane Lopez Hughes, Jen Jow from St. Paul’s Cathedral; Deann Rios from Episcopal 
Community Services (ECS); Carol Sands from All Souls, Pt. Loma; Eric Lynn from Good Samaritan, University 
City; Ellie Milam, Marlynn May, Judy Burton from St. Margaret’s, Palm Desert; Julie Young, Sarah Shealy 
from Christ Church, Coronado; Lena Granet from Church of St. Paul in the Desert, Palm Springs; Therese 
Carmona, Amy Ennenga, Debbie Kistler, Fr. Richard Lee from St. Mark’s, City Heights; Jyoti Osten from 
St. Andrew’s, Encinitas; Norma Dunn from St. John’s Chula Vista; Rev. Rebecca Dinovo from St. James, La 
Jolla. 
 
  
NEWCOMERS: 
Judy Burton is on the Executive Council of the Diocese and will be the liaison between our Coalition and 
that group. 
Rev. Rebecca Dinovo is co-missioner with Deann Rios of the Peace & Justice Committee for the Diocese. 
  
 
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Parth Domke who is on the Environmental Stewardship Team at St. Bart’s invited us all to a free webinar on 
February 10 called “Creating a Sustainable Energy Future” presented by STAY COOL for Grandkids and the 
St. Bart’s Environmental Stewardship Team. A flyer is attached or you can go to 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SKFeBPn-Jw435cLminj7ASY-cu7Xvy7l/view?usp=sharing to register. 
 
Anita Wucinic-Turner reported on a meeting she attended called "Presbyterians and Abolition, Then and 
Now" from the Presbyterian Peace Fellowship. The Presbyterian church, like other denominations, has been 
complicit in some egregious historical violations of human rights. In the “ecclesiastical bureaucracy,” 
economic and financial interests drive, motivate and justify decisions. For example: Slavery put the church in 
a double bind: it violates marital fidelity (not to mention human rights) versus economic/financial interests, 
which drive and motivate decisions. You can view a recording of the meeting at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vgdnVmwsLcc&feature=youtu.be. 
 
 
SACRED GROUND UPDATE 
There are currently 430 Sacred Ground circles in the United States at over 800 parishes. The National Church 
has a Sacred Ground training almost every month; the next one is February 11. Jill Henderson highly 
recommends them. She attended the January 8 training which was about “Episcopalians of Color: Exploring 
Sacred Ground Best Practices” (see attachment). Many groups are discerning what to do next, how to take 
action against racism. See the attached document for an Anti-Racism Pledge, Actions and Resources to help 
answer the question of “what’s next?” which includes a Pledge of Faith and Action. A great resource!! Jill also 
mentioned SURJ, Showing Up for Racial Justice, a local activist group. Get more information at  
surjsandiego@gmail.com.  

 

EPISCOPAL COMMUNITY SERVICES UPDATE 
Deann Rios thanked the churches who helped during their Holiday Drive to provide Christmas “kits” with 
Christmas cookies, movies and games to their CERRC residents. All Souls provided baked goods, other items 
and toys for the clients’ kids. Christ Church Coronado had a toy drive for Head Start kids which provided 136 
gifts; St. Paul’s gave $25 Walmart gift cards to Safe Haven clients and St. James continued their very much 
appreciated monthly art supply gifts for Safe Haven as well. These sorts of in-kind gatherings are ongoing so 
contact Deann if you would like to help in this way. 



DIOCESAN PEACE & JUSTICE 
Rebecca Dinovo and Deann Rios will jointly serve as Missioners for Peace & Justice for the Diocese. In their 
roles as Missioners for Peace & Justice, Rebecca and Deann will work together to support, expand, create, 
and implement peace and justice opportunities within our churches, Diocese, and communities. Initial issues 
of focus will include racial justice, creation care, civil discourse, border ministry and immigration, ecumenical 
and interfaith partnerships, gun violence prevention, food insecurity/feeding programs, and 
homelessness/housing. Deann and Rebecca would love to hear from you if you are interested in engagement 
around any of these issues. They will also be reaching out to parishes to learn what is already happening at 
your churches and who is engaged in these issues, to explore opportunities for partnership, and to help us 
move forward around this important work. Rebecca can be reached at RDinovo@edsd.org or 858-459-3421 
x105. Deann can be reached at DRios@edsd.org or 858-260-0747. 

A book study focusing on Creation Care in the Diocese will begin on February 24. The book is “Climate 
Church, Climate World” by Jim Antal and will be facilitated by 5 or 6 churches. Watch for more about this. 
The group talked about buying books from sources other than Amazon. A couple examples: 
ThriftBooks.com, k-bbooks@hotmail.com (Kathryn Bunch) and here is a link for Black owned book sellers: 
https://aalbc.com/bookstores/index.php?statename=California. 

 
CHURCH UPDATES 
From St. Margaret’s, Palm Desert… 

Ellie Milam reported that they are expanding their Compassion & Justice Ministry and now have 100 people 
in Sacred Ground circles. 

From St. Bart’s Poway… 

Jill Henderson said they continue to focus on smaller outreach projects like providing lunch bags to 
Interfaith Shelter clients. Their Sacred Ground groups are moving into Phase Two with activities. Jill again 
offered up her movie “plug and play”resources to begin the conversation on racial justice at your church. It is 
attached here.  

From St. Paul’s Cathedral… 

Diane Lopez Hughes said their Creative Care group is working with construction crews on their site to make 
the new building sustainable and they are putting together a 4-part Sunday morning series on Creative Care. 
St. Paul’s is also working with the Diocese in areas leading up to the Diocesan Revival in December. Their 
Simpler Living goals are shifting to include acknowledging Creative Care goals that include “52 Ways to Care 
for Creation. Find it at: https://www.creationjustice.org/blog/52-ways-to-care-for-creation. 

From St. John’s, Chula Vista… 

Norma Dunn reported the good news that they now have an Outreach Committee at St. John’s… she is no 
longer a committee of one! Their collections are picking up including magazines for seafarers, food drives 
and pill bottle recycling which is still going on despite its pricey and labor-intensive nature. Their Lenten 
project will be “Forty Days-Forty Items: The Lent Closet Purge.” Parishioners will remove a piece of clothing 
from their closet each day in Lent, put it in a bag and donate it to the refugees at St. Luke’s at the end of 
Lent. 

From Church of St. Paul in the Desert, Palm Springs… 

Lena Granet reported that they continue to support Father’s Ranch Heart for abused and neglected boys 
with hygiene items, blankets and gifts. Lena also continues to donate clothing from parishioners.  

From All Souls, Pt. Loma… 

Carol Sands continues delivering food to feeding organizations and All Souls donated money to Interfaith 
Shelter to provide hotel rooms and food for their clients. Parishioners who have completed Sacred Ground 
are making videos about that experience to share with other parishioners who might be interested in joining 
a circle.   

From St. Marks, City Heights… 

Amy Ennenga reported that the number of Food Pantry clients has tripled since COVID started and are 
grateful to other churches who have donated food and money. They recently received a $5,000 grant from 



the Food Bank! For Christmas they gave out backpacks to homeless neighbors. Therese Carmona 
mentioned that their “Piano Fundraiser” for the Interfaith Shelter was a great success. An unemployed 
pianist from their Sacred Ground group played in a “Zoom Piano Bar” which can still be viewed on St. Mark’s 
Facebook. St. Mark’s Sacred Ground group met every Monday for 30 weeks and the group didn’t want it to 
end so they are now reading “How to Be An Antiracist” together. 

From St. Peter’s Del Mar… 

Chistina Grobin reported that their campus is in the middle of a major rebuild so is not easily accessible. The 
work with their Helping Hands ministry continues and Chistina expressed how very important their 
partnerships with local Del Mar neighbors has been, including those who come to the Thrift Shop and those 
who work there and the City of Del Mar.  

From Christ Church, Coronado… 

Sarah Shealy reported that their Peace & Justice group borrowed Jill’s materials for the film “13th” and it 
worked out very well. Their Sacred Ground group is on the sixth session. Since they could not have their 
annual Spaghetti Dinner benefiting St. Mark’s Food Pantry they are having partnering with a local restaurant, 
Island Pasta, which will donate 20% of the proceeds back. Raise funds and support a local business at the 
same time! Christ Church is also raising funds for Interfaith Shelter, and collected egg cartons for a local 
pantry who gets eggs in bulk and needs to separate them out into dozen cartons. Parishioners just drop egg 
cartons off at the church. Julie Young mentioned that they were starting another Sacred Ground group on 
February 1 but need more participants.  

From St. David’s, Clairemont… 

Debby Park reported that unfortunately their vestry voted not to reopen the Food Pantry which closed 
initially because of COVID19 cases. The vestry did vote to donate $1,000 to the Interfaith Shelter to help 
house guests in hotels. St. David’s hopes to start a Sacred Ground circle soon. Melinda Murdock thanked 
those who donated items for Christmas gift bags for the women at Rachel’s. They are very much appreciated! 

From St. Andrews, Encinitas… 

Jyoti Osten reported that many of their outreach activities are on hold except for their Food Pantry which is 
feeding 200 families every week. Sacred Ground is continuing.  

From Good Sam’s University City… 

Carol Hamilton reports that their Outreach team will not meet until Feb. 20 but they continue to support 
Rachels House with teams delivering meals every two weeks. They have contributed $50,000 to RIP Medical 
Debt which will wipe out medical debt for people in the Riverside County area. They are actively working 
with San Diego Organizing Project to identify the role Good Samaritan will be playing in the area of social 
justice for people living in San Diego. They have a core group of parishioners who are interested in getting 
involved in a social justice ministry. During the February meeting, the ministry members will set the goals and 
projects for 2021. Eric Lynn reported that in December the children at Good Sam made Christmas cards for 
GS parishioners and some CCSA clients.  Good Samaritan also donated money to CCSA to purchase gift 
cards. In the Fall, a Good Sam team made calls to encourage people to get out and vote. 
 
You can find a recording of this meeting on You Tube: https://youtu.be/eqjR1Shn0eo 
 
 
4 MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
NEXT SUMMIT via Zoom: March 27, 2021 9:30-11:30 am 
We decided to go to every-other-month meetings. 
 
Emails of this meeting’s attendees: 
 
Melinda Murdock: vivid12@aol.com 
Debby Park: rayandeb@gmail.com 
Judy Burton: jburton@uci.edu 
Ellie Millam: emillam@work-wise.org 
Jill Henderson: jfh@cox.net 



Parth Domke: parth.domke@gmail.com 
Deann Rios: drios@edsd.org 
Rev. Rebecca Dinovo: Rebecca@sjbts.org 
Carolyn Lief: CGLief@aol.com 
Jen Jow: jenjow7@gmail.com 
Anita Wucinic-Turner: allmyrelations17@gmail.com 
Diane Lopez Hughes: dianelopezhughes@me.com 
Gary Arps: glarps@gmail.com 
Rev. Richard Lee: fr.richard@stmarks-cityheights.org 
Therese Carmona: theresec@stmarks-cityheights.org 
Amy Ennenga: amym@stmarks-cityheights.org 
Debbie Kistler: dk.outoflove@cox.net 
Eric Lynn: seabuckssoar@gmail.com 
Carol Sands: sandscarolb@gmail.com 
Lena Granet: lenahome@aol.com 
Chistina Grobin:grobinac@gmail.com 
Deacon Bob Nelson: bobnelson1@hotmail.com 
Jyoti Osten: jyoti@osten.net 
Sarah Shealy: sarah.a.shealy@gmail.com 
Julie Young: juliehyoung@gmail.com 
Norma Dunn: 4nodunn@gmail.com 
 


