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BISHOP MATHES’
FINAL VISITATIONS

March 19 Trinity, Escondido
March 26 Good Samaritan, San Diego
April 2  St. Paul in the Desert, Palm Springs
April 9  St. Timothy’s, San Diego
April 16, Easter St. Paul’s Cathedral, San Diego
April 23  St. Thomas, Temecula
April 30  St. Luke’s, San Diego
May 7  St. Dunstan’s, San Diego
May 14  St. James by-the-Sea, La Jolla
May 21  Christ Church, Coronado
May 28  Sts. Peter & Paul, El Centro
June 4  St. Peter’s, Del Mar
June 11  Holy Cross, Carlsbad
June 18  St. Bartholomew’s, Poway
June 25  St. Philip the Apostle, Lemon Grove
July 1  St. Paul’s Cathedral  Special Service at 1 p.m. +
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BISHOP AND DEAN: 
Bishop Mathes and Dean 
Bridges at St. Margaret’s, 
Palm Desert during our 
43rd Annual Diocesan 
Convention. 

Bishop Mathes will 
depart	after	his	final	
service at on July 1 

(see the calendar on pages 
8-9 for details). He will serve 
as the associate dean of stu-
dents at Virginia Theological 
Seminary (VTS) where he will 
be the chaplain and admis-
sions director, among other 
duties. He has long thought 
of a school chaplaincy role 
as the right next career move 
and when this one opened 

up at his alma mater, he 
responded. The Standing 
Committee	will	be	the	offi-
cial ecclesiastical authority 
in his absence. Stay tuned 
to learn more about the 
committees that will lead 
the way during the search 
for	our	fifth	bishop.	In	the	
meantime, plan to attend 
one	of	the	bishop’s	final	
visitations to say goodbye 
and wish him and Terri well 
on their next adventure. +
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AGE OF MISSION
OUR HEARTS 
BURN WITHIN
AUTHOR: Bishop Jim Mathes                   EMAIL: bishopmathes@edsd.org    

1) BISHOP MATHES with Senator Toni Atkins and Assemblymember Todd Gloria when he 
received the 2015 Mayor George Moscone Humanitarian Award 2) IMAM TAHA Hassane 
with Bishop Mathes when the Islamic Center of San Diego awarded him the Solidarity 
Award during Ramadan 2016. 3) 43RD ANNUAL Diocesan Convention at St. Margaret’s, 
Palm Desert. 4) BISHOP WOLTERSTORFF’S portrait and Bishop Mathes at the 2015 open 
house for our diocesan center in Ocean Beach. 5) CELEBRATION of new ministry of the 
Rev. Dr. Mark Hargreaves at St. James by-the-Sea, La Jolla. 6) 41ST ANNUAL Diocesan 
Convention at St. John’s, Chula Vista. 7) BISHOP AND TERRI Mathes at the 2015 Episco-
pal Night at Petco Park. The Padres won that year. 

1 2

3

Dear friends in Christ, 

In this age of mission, we have 
been called by God to proclaim 

the Gospel in word and deed to a world 
that is thirsting for our message and 
example. We are ordained by God to be 
in relationship to each other no less than 
the stars above. Together, we give off 
the discernable light of the Gospel. Each 
congregation is called in service to this 
Gospel, to be a sending congregation, one 
that offers pastoral care to families, and 

that raises up new generations of faithful 
disciples.  
 In this issue of the Messenger, 
you will note all of the great things 
happening in our congregations. Each 
of us has a role to play in building up the 
Church of Jesus. We do this when we give 
our heart to others and share hope that is 
within us by the grace of Jesus.  
 There are bright spots out 
there; here is good news. There are great 
things happening. And that’s what we 
are building upon—these bright spots. 
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They are the veritable light of Christ in 
our diocese.  We can do this. We are 
doing this. We are adapting and we are 
changing.  
 Working together and staying 
connected is the key to this moment and 
momentum. Look at what 
Jesus did when he sent his 
disciples out. He didn’t send 
them out alone. He sent 
them out as companions, 
not as lone rangers. As 
I said in my convention 
address, right now we have 
44 congregations. Most 
have a designated clergy person who is 
full- or part-time. We have 44 governing 
bodies, vestries or bishop’s committees. 
We have 44 accounting functions and 44 
bank accounts, etc. What if we stopped 
doing it that way? What if we began to 
work in a deep way with each other and 
eliminated these redundancies? What if 
we freed up our most precious resource—
you! Our human capital is the most 
important because with our people freed 
up, we can do more of God’s mission in 
the world.  
 Our vocation is to be followers of 
Jesus. We travel with Jesus in the change, 

and in the tender and hard spots. That is 
what it means to be in the way. We do not 
walk alone. We are drawn to Jesus and 
we are drawn to each other. The threads 
of our baptismal covenant and the bread 
of Eucharist bind us together. Together 

we are be transformed and 
transformative. Together 
we  risk. We dare to love. 
We are fearless and go into 
that harvest. That’s where 
the work is to be done. 
God so loves the world; he 
needs us and our love in 
the harvest. We are being 

sent. Let us keep the faith. And so, let’s 
go! Let us be sending congregations. 
 As we move into Lent, may 
this be a particular time of prayer and 
preparation for sharing our faith with the 
world that so desperately needs Christ’s 
love. And with the dawning Easter Sun, 
we will be like the disciples on the road to 
Emmaus: “our hearts will burn within us.” 
God bless you in this season of renewal 
and possibility.

Faithfully, 

The Rt. Rev. James R. Mathes, Bishop +

“Each of us has 
a role to play in 
building up the 

Church of Jesus.”
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UPDATE FROM THE REV. JACQUELINE BRAY PIPPIN IN JAPAN: “This summer I grad-
uated from Virginia Theological Seminary and married Scott Pippin, who just graduated 
from pilot training. In September we moved to a base in northern rural Japan. Living 
abroad is hard. It feels lonely to be silenced in public when I’m struggling to communicate. 
But as Christians we are called to pay attention and keep watch, to be present. When I 
am	able	to	keep	watch,	I	find	God’s	grace	all	around	me.	I	am	volunteering	at	St.	Luke’s	
Anglican Church in Hachinohe (pictured above), which is about an hour’s drive from the 
base. I am being refreshed to go out and do God’s work in my new community.” The Rev. 
Jacqueline Bray Pippin will be ordained a priest by Bishop Mathes on Saturday, May 6 at 
4 p.m. at St. Paul’s Cathedral, pending approvals. Everyone is welcome to attend. +

Dear Friends in Christ,
 As you receive the news that 
Bishop Mathes will be leaving as 

our bishop this June, we want to offer a 
word about the transition. I have been in 
conversation with the bishop about this 
possibility for a few weeks and I am in 
communication with our chancellor and 
Bishop Clay Matthews, director of the Of-
fice of Pastoral Care, who assists dioceses 
in transition on behalf of the presiding 
bishop.
 We are in a very good place. We 
have a superlative staff. We have plenty of 
time, over three-and-a-half months, before 
Bishop Mathes leaves. We have great sup-
port from the wider church. And we are in 
a strong position as a diocese. We will be 
able to continue the important work that 
we are doing and meet challenges that 
may come our way.
 Once the bishop officially resigns 
jurisdiction, the standing committee will 
become the ecclesiastical authority, take 
over all the authority and responsibilities 

of the bishop, except-
ing those reserved 
for a bishop (i.e. 
ordinations and 
confirmation). 
We may, in some 
manner, employ the 
services of a retired
bishop.
 From a congregational perspec-
tive, the work of the diocese will move 
forward without pause. We assure you 
that the transition is in good hands. As we 
work to formalize the transition plan, we 
will keep you informed of developments. 
By the end of this month, there will be 
a bishop’s transition page added to our 
website for your use. In these next weeks 
and months, we invite you to join us in 
celebrating Bishop Mathes’ ministry for 
these past 12 years as we send him off to 
do Christ’s ministry in a different place.

Faithfully,
The Rev. Dr. Simon Mainwaring
President of the Standing Committee +

From the Standing Committee
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Bishop James R. Mathes an-
nounced on February 13 that he 
has accepted a call to serve as 

associate dean of students at Virginia 
Theological Seminary (VTS) beginning 
this summer, and will step down as 
fourth bishop of San Diego at that 
time. VTS is an Episcopal seminary 
of about 220 students in Alexandria, 
Virginia. 
 In a message to clergy and 
lay leaders that also was posted to the 
diocesan website, Bishop Mathes said 
that he began to discern “a call to a 
different ministry,” a call that left him 
conflicted. Jim and Terri thought care-
fully before Jim pursued the position 
at VTS. They felt that this new min-
istry would allow Jim to continue his 
passion “for teaching and formation” 
that has been at the core of his work 
as bishop. 
 He said that he is leaving a 
“fantastic diocesan staff and leader-
ship team.” He urged trust in diocesan 
leadership who are “already forming a 
process and timeline for succession.”

Standing Committee Assumes  
Responsibilities
Once the bishop’s resignation is 
received, the Standing Committee, 
acting by church law, becomes the 
ecclesiastical authority and will 
assume all episcopal responsibilities 
within the diocese, except for liturgical 
actions reserved for bishops, such as 
confirmations and ordinations. The 
Rev. Dr. Simon Mainwaring, rector of 
St. Andrew’s by-the-Sea, San Diego, is 
president of the Standing Committee.  
On February 15, the committee met 
with Bishop Clay Matthews, the 
member of the presiding bishop’s staff 
responsible for bishop transitions, 
to discuss the committee’s new role 
and how duties that normally fall to a 
bishop might be handled, either within 
the committee or with the assistance 
of another bishop. Committee members 
continue to meet to discuss the work that 
lies ahead, which includes organizing the 
search process for our fifth bishop. 
 Bishop Matthews said that the 
diocese should plan for about 18 months 
to two years from the start of the search 
process until the election of the next 

bishop, with another six months until that 
person is ordained and consecrated. 
 Bishop Mathes was elected the 
fourth bishop of San Diego on November 
13, 2004 and was ordained and consecrat-
ed as bishop on March 5, 2005.  + The full 
text of Bishop Mathes’ announcement is 
on the diocesan website: edsd.org.

BISHOP BLESSINGS: Bishop Mathes blesses 
the congregation of St. Andrew’s, Encinitas.

BISHOP MATHES  
TO STEP DOWN THIS SUMMER
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SPRING CALENDAR
SATURDAY, MARCH 25

EUCHARISTIC VISITOR 
TRAINING 

Learn the art and 
history of bringing 

the bread and 
wine made 
holy to the 
homebound.  
TIME: 9 a.m. - 

12 p.m. 
PLACE: St. 

Timothy’s, 10125 
Azuaga St., San 

Diego, CA 92129 
COST: $25, register online: edsd.org 
 

SATURDAY, APRIL 1 

VIA CRUCIS: CALLED TO 
THE WALL 
Pilgrimage from LA to Tijuana to highlight 
the plight of immigrants. Join in at St. 
Philip’s, Lemon Grove, or any of the 
stops on the way. We caravan by car to a 
bi-national Eucharist at the US-Mexican 
border. The bilingual service begins at 
approximately 3 p.m. For those interested 
in joining Bishop Mathes on the Mexican 
side,	RSVP	to	Bobbi	Hoff.	Passports	are	
required for re-entry to the US. 
TIME: 12:30 p.m.  
LOCATION: St. Philip’s, 2660 Hardy Dr, 
Lemon Grove, CA 91945 
RSVP:	Bobbi	Hoff,	bobbi303@edsd.org 
 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5 

SCHOOL SUMMIT 
The executive 

director of the 
National 

Association 
of Episcopal 
Schools, the 
Rev. Daniel 

Heischman, 
will share 

wisdom and 
perspective about 

school leadership. Bring 
two people and the third person is free. 
TIME 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
PLACE: St. David’s, 5050 Milton St., San 
Diego, CA 92110

COST: $15, register online: edsd.org 

INFO: Nancy Holland, nholland@edsd.org 

TUESDAY, APRIL 11 

RENEWAL OF VOWS 
Episcopal and Lutheran clergy members 
gather to renew ordination vows during 
Holy Week. They also receive holy oils for 
use throughout the year. All are welcome. 

TIME: 10:30 a.m.  

LOCATION: St. Paul’s Cathedral, 2728 

Sixth Ave., San Diego, CA 92103 

INFO: Bobbi	Hoff,	bobbi303@edsd.org 

 

THURSDAY, APRIL 13 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
FOOTWASHING 

Volunteers provide 
new shoes, boots, 

sandals, socks 
and human 
connection. 
They also pro-
vide breakfast, 
lunch, hygiene 

kits and refer-
rals to social and 

medical services. 
LOCATIONS: Episcopal 

Church Center (9 a.m. - 1 p.m.); St. Paul’s 
Cathedral; St. Mark’s; and Episcopal Com-
munity Services’ Friend to Friend 

INFO: Nancy Holland, nholland@edsd.org

SATURDAY, APRIL 22

SERVICE SUMMIT 
Our afternoon session will focus on prison 
ministry with presentations from knowl-
edgeable speakers. All are welcome.  
TIME: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
LOCATION: St. James, 743 Prospect St, La 
Jolla, CA 92037 
RSVP: Deb Park, rayanddeb@gmail.com  
 

SATURDAY, APRIL 29 

YOUTH COLLABORA-
TIVE: INCLUSION 
Youth ministers from every congregation 
are encouraged to attend. Our focus will 
be	inclusion,	with	specific	attention	paid	to	
LGBTQ+ and special needs popoulations.  
TIME & PLACE: 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. St. Bart-
holomew’s, 16275 Pomerado Rd., Poway 

INFO: Charlette Preslar cpreslar@edsd.org 
COST: $5 to cover lunch 

8
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SATURDAY, APRIL 29 

HOEDOWN FOR EPIS-
COPAL YOUTH EVENT 
Line	dancing,	barbeque,	raffles	and	more!	
Help us raise funds for diocesan youth to 
attend the Episcopal Youth Event in Okla-
homa this summer.  
TIME & PLACE: 5 - 8 p.m., Christ Church, 
1114 Ninth St., Coronado, CA 92118
COST:	$50	—	It’s	a	fundraiser!
INFO: Charlette Preslar cpreslar@edsd.org

THURSDAY, MAY 4

SCHOOL FOR MINISTRY 
GRADUATION

Support Susan 
Green from our di-

ocesan School 
for Ministry as 
she graduates. 
TIME & PLACE: 
6 p.m., Epis-

copal Church 
Center, 2083 

Sunset	Cliffs	Blvd,	
San Diego, CA 92107

SATURDAY, MAY 6

ORDINATION TO THE 
PRIESTHOOD
Pending approvals, the Rt. Rev. James R. 
Mathes will ordain the Rev. Jacqueline Bray 
Pippin to the priesthood. 
TIME & PLACE: 4 p.m., St. Paul’s Cathedral, 
2728 Sixth Ave., San Diego, CA 92107 
INFO:	Bobbi	Hoff,	bobbi303@edsd.org

SUNDAY, MAY 7 

UNITED THANK OFFER-
ING INGATHERING 
All churches in the diocese participate in 
gathering donations of generosity for the 
United	Thank	Offering	(UTO).

INFO: Jamie Wood, jamiewood2@cox.net

FRIDAY-SATURDAY, MAY 12-13 

DEACONS’ GATHERING 
All deacons and those in formation are 
welcome and encouraged to attend this 
gathering with our bishop. 

PLACE: Camp Stevens, Julian

INFO: Bob Nelson, rnelson@edsd.org 

 
SATURDAY, MAY 20

REFUGEENET GALA
Come learn about 

the Amazing 
Journey that 

our refugee 
brothers and 
sisters have 
taken. Support 

the lifeline of 
hope provided 

by RefugeeNet in 
our diocese. 

TIME & PLACE: 6 p.m., Stone Brewery, 
2816 Historic Decatur Rd #116, San Diego 
INFO: Jake Young, jake@ernsd.org

SATURDAY, JUNE 17

ORDINATION TO THE 
DIACONATE

Christie Fleming 
(pictured) and Su-

san Green will 
be ordained 
to the diaco-
nate, pending 
approvals 

TIME & PLACE: 
10 a.m., St. 

Paul’s Cathedral 
San Diego 

 INFO:	Bobbi	Hoff,	bobbi303@edsd.org

SATURDAY, JULY 1

FAREWELL  
SERVICE & RECEPTION 
All members of the diocese are invited to this 
event that marks the end of the episcopacy of 
Bishop James R. Mathes, and will give people 
the chance to greet the bishop and his wife, 
Terri, before they head to Virginia. 

TIME: 1 p.m.  
LOCATION: St. Paul’s Cathedral, 2728 Sixth 
Ave., San Diego, 92103 
RSVP/INFO: Bobbi	Hoff,	bobbi303@edsd.org
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I entered the ordination process through 
the Episcopal Diocese of Florida in 
2012. Growing up, I had five priests in 

my family, including both of my parents, 
a grandfather and two uncles. I had seen 
the behind-the-scenes action of ordained 
ministry.  It seemed as normal to me as 
any other profession. Being around the 
priesthood didn’t make me feel like I had 
to become a priest, but when it came 
down to discerning a call to ministry, want-
ing to work with people, wanting to teach 
and learn about the Bible, it fit the criteria. 
 Being in the ordination process 
was a unique experience. The list of 
people I had to meet with was extensive: 
priests, bishops, committees and com-
missions, deans and faculty members 
and advisers, and then bishops again and 
more committees—the list goes on. 
 It is a grueling process. At some 
point, it shifted from a process of mutual 
discernment, where I 
was working to-
gether with all those 
people to discern my 
vocation, to a game 
of trying to convince 
as many people as 
possible to let me 
go to seminary. It was hard for me, once 
seminary and ordination were in my focus, 
to entertain any other options for the out-
come of the process.
 I started seminary in August of 
2014 at Virginia Theological Seminary 
and it was challenging. It was academi-
cally, spiritually and personally challeng-
ing.  By the end of my second year of the 
three-year master’s program, I was going 
through a lot of turmoil in my personal life. 
I can say now that while it was one of the 
most painful times in my life, it was also 
one of the most transformational—but that 
didn’t make it any less painful.
 This time of turmoil and uncer-
tainty in my spiritual life, my personal 

life and my ordination process was the 
catalyst for me to reexamine my call and 
rethink my place in the ordination process. 
I took a year away from school to regroup 
and refocus, and began a one year paid 
internship at an outreach mission in Talla-
hassee, Florida called Grace Mission Epis-
copal Church. At Grace, I was in commu-
nity with people living on the streets or in 
the shelters in downtown Tallahassee. We 
were a certified soup kitchen and served 
ten meals a week, as well as held regular 
worship on Sunday mornings and Tuesday 
nights. 
 For the first time since starting 
the ordination process I began to ask 
myself, “Do I need to be ordained to fulfill 
my vocation?” While working at Grace I 
had the opportunity on a regular basis 
to preach, teach, do pastoral care, serve 
people, work in a church, take part in 
liturgy—and I was doing all of it as a lay 

person. It began to 
give me clarity about 
the nuance of the call 
that I had felt. There 
was no doubt in my 
mind that I had been 
called to go seminary, 
but I was beginning 

to see that that wasn’t the same thing as 
a call to ordination. Thankfully, theological 
education is available to everyone through 
programs like Education For Ministry 
(EFM) and the diocesan School for Minis-
try (sfmedsd.org), and I encourage anyone 
feeling called to deeper theological educa-
tion to look into these opportunities.
 Every conversation at that time, 
especially when I went back to school in 
the fall, gave me more and more clarity 
about the decision in front of me.  This 
question persisted, “Do I need to be 
ordained to fulfill my vocation?” As a lay 
person, I could preach, teach, work in the 
church, work with people—I could even get 
a doctorate if I wanted to. The answer, at 

CALLED  
TO BE 
LAITY
AUTHOR: David Tremaine  EMAIL: tremained@stpaulcathedral.org     

“I had been called to go 
to seminary, but . . . that 

wasn’t the same thing as 
a call to ordination.”

LAITY, CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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every turn, seemed to be, no, I didn’t need 
to be ordained. Now, don’t get me wrong, 
being a priest is pretty much the easiest 
way to do these things, but again, that still 
sounds like a “why not?” kind of answer 
instead of a why. I knew if I left the pro-
cess, that doing all these things to fulfill 
my vocation would be harder. It would be 
more of an uphill battle. There would be 
less institutional support, and that has 
been true. But I have also found that the 
decision that seems the most like a total 
formless void of mystery, the one that 
feels least safe and least secure, is always 
the one God is calling us to.
 I officially left the discernment 
process and graduated from seminary in 
May 2016. I moved to San Diego in June 
with no job lined up, no prospects and 

no idea what I was going to do next. But 
I knew, amidst all the anxiety of that last 
semester and moving, that I had made the 
right decision.
 Getting ordained is a specific 
vocation. In my mind, to be called to or-
dained ministry is to be deeply called to a 
sacramental ministry, to need to be able to 
perform the sacraments of the church to 
fulfill one’s vocation, and that just wasn’t 
the case for me. It was also important for 
me to realize that my discernment about 
my ordination did not stop once I started 
seminary. Really, discernment about ordi-
nation doesn’t stop until you are kneeling 
in front of a bishop, being ordained. Even 
when I thought everything was decided, 
and I knew exactly what I wanted, God 
was still discerning in me, and that is still 
happening today. +

SHOWERS RESTORE DIGNITY

“I feel so wonderful!” “I feel so clean!” 
“I feel like a human being again.” 
Those are the sorts of comments 

people make after receiving a shower 
at the mobile shower unit, Showers of 
Blessings. 
 “When a shower is combined 
with a haircut,” said Facilities Manager 
Jeff Green, “those people come out of the 
shower trailer looking like they’re right out 
of GQ. They just look like a million bucks 
and they say that, too!”
 The Showers of Blessings unit 
has not operated in Ocean Beach for the 
past year, because of inadequate staff-
ing. Thanks to generous volunteers from 
All Souls’, the shower unit is functioning 
again on the fourth Saturday of every 
month at the Episcopal Church Center. 
The operation requires at least eight vol-
unteers at a time. Mr. Green is still looking 
for more interested people. The process 
for receiving a shower is simple. As guests 

enter the front gates of the Church Center, 
they sign up for a shower. Volunteers hand 
out name tags with numbers on them. 
While they wait for their number to be 
called, guests enjoy a hot breakfast pro-
vided by Second Chances, Bread of Life. A 
volunteer finds them and escorts them to 
the back lot where the mobile shower unit 
is parked. Donated clothes are laid out for 
them to peruse while they wait their turn. 
Each person is allowed 12 minutes in the 
shower unit. When guests emerge, newly 
showered, volunteers provide donated 
towels, socks, underwear, toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, combs, razors and lotions.
 “We could use more haircut 
volunteers, as well as shower volunteers,” 
said Mr. Green. If you would like to help 
restore a sense of human dignity to our 
guests in Ocean Beach, please contact the 
Rev. Pamela Rieger, who says the experi-
ence changes volunteers: 619-366-5354, 
pamela.rieger0503@gmail.com. +

LAITY, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

AUTHOR: Hannah Wilder          EMAIL: hwilder@edsd.org     
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The last weekend in January brought 
the Episcopal network of Chris-
tian formation professionals and 

volunteers together for the annual Forma 
Conference. It was a marvelous three days 
packed with interesting workshops and 
insightful speakers. An added bonus was 
the chance to meet and share ideas with 
formation folks from across the Church.
 The first day we attended the 
Church Pension Fund Wellness Seminar. It 
was a day full of great advice on nutri-
tion, life balance, exercise and finances. 
That evening Forma officially began with 
a dinner that allowed us to connect with 
other San Diego Christian educators. It 
was wonderful to get a chance to connect 
and share. We then had a choice of six 
formation rotations. We attended Biblical 
storytelling, food justice, the paint table, 
intergenerational gatherings made easy 
and music. The next morning Lisa gleaned 
great ideas for a creative VBS program 
in Better Church Video, Meeting God and 
Each Other in the Digital Space, and the 
VBS Panel. It was wonderful to hear what 
other churches were doing. Leigh attended 
workshops on confirmation, the special 
needs ministry, and youth collaborative 
ministry. As a member of the diocesan 
Youth Collaborative, she was thrilled to 
support Charlette Preslar, diocesan youth 
missioner, and the Rev. Monica Mainwar-
ing in their workshop and to hear that 
there are other dioceses working toward 
collaborative youth ministry.
 Later, Eric Law spoke about holy 
currencies; Andrea McKellar shared her 

experiences at a funeral home church; and 
Nancy Frausto expressed her passion for 
“scrappy” churches. These were inspiring 
and uplifting stories from impassioned 
people.
 A highlight for both of us was the 
keynote speaker, Lutheran Pastor Nadia 
Bolz-Weber, author of Accidental Saints: 
Finding God in All the Wrong People. She 
doesn’t look like your typical pastor, what 
with sleeve tattoos, but what she preaches 
resonates with us all. Nadia had us rolling 
in our seats with her wit, jokes, sarcasm 
and unabashed honesty. She enlightened 
us all on the power of the gospel in her life 
—reminding us to use the gospel to see 
ourselves, the world, and others differently. 
With the gospel as your lens, the world is a 
much better place: forgiven people forgive 
people; loved people love people; grateful 
people give to people; and God has forgiv-
en and loved us all. Most importantly, she 
reminded us that we are all God’s children  
—everyone, from the sinners to the saints, 
He loves us all.
 Overall, it was an educational 
and invigorating three days with some of 
the most fascinating Christian formation 
minds in the Church. With all of the ideas 
and information we gathered from the 
conference, we felt strengthened, both 
mentally and spiritually, to go forth into 
another year of children and youth for-
mation in our church. Many thanks to our 
congregation and the diocese for allowing 
us this opportunity. + Mark your calendar 
and plan to attend FORMA next year: Jan-
uary 24-26 in Charleston, South Carolina. 

CONFERENCE REPORT

FORMA DELIVERS
AUTHOR: Leigh Konkle and Lisa Scott Jones      CHURCH: St. Peter’s, Del Mar  

FORMATION FOLKS: Pictured above are only a handful of the people who attended 
FORMA from our diocese, plus a couple friends. From Left: Hannah Wilder, Marisa 
Smith, Cassie Lewis, Alexandra Howard, Leigh Konkle, Missy Greene, Lisa Scott Jones, 
the Rev. Monica Mainwaring, Charlette Preslar, and Robyn Taylor. 
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Camp Stevens honored Canon Peter and 
Mrs. Vicki Bergstrom at the Bergstrom 
Lodge Groundbreaking on Sunday, 

March 5. More than 150 people attend-
ed to celebrate the Bergstrom Lodge, 
which is set to open in the fall of this 
year. Its construction marks the final 
phase of rebuilding after the 2007 
Angel Fire. The new lodge will feature 
hotel style rooms that accommo-
date 1-4 people each, linen service, 
meeting spaces, an outdoor prome-
nade, and a patio and outdoor fire pit 
designed by world-renowned artist-ar-
chitect Jim Hubbell.  + Photo: DIGGING IN: 
In the rain, Executive Director Beth Bojarski 
breaks ground alongside retired Executive 
Director Peter Bergstrom. Vicki Bergstrom (not pic-
tured) was also present and wielding a shovel. 

BERGSTROM LODGE 
GROUNDBREAKING

amp Stevens honored Canon Peter and 
Mrs. Vicki Bergstrom at the Bergstrom 
Lodge Groundbreaking on Sunday, 

Photo: DIGGING IN: 
In the rain, Executive Director Beth Bojarski 
breaks ground alongside retired Executive 
Director Peter Bergstrom. Vicki Bergstrom (not pic-
tured) was also present and wielding a shovel. 

SPIRITUALLY SURVIVING 
WITH DEAN GARY HALL
Lament, Connect, Resist – April 7-9. 

Presented by the Very Rev. Gary Hall, 
this adult retreat takes a look at the 

2016 presidential campaign and the early 
days of the Trump administration, focus-
ing on the serious spiritual, ethical, and 
missional questions that have been raised 
for mainline Christians. In this three-day 
retreat, we will explore biblical, theological, 
and other reflective resources that will 

ground us in the scriptural and Anglican 
ideas of commonwealth. We will explore 
prayer practices that can help us both 
express our concerns and open ourselves 
to God’s new possibilities hidden in the 
present moment. And we will talk togeth-
er about how to connect with others in 
the faith community who will join us in 
standing with and for those who are most 
at risk. campstevens.org/garyhall +

SUMMER 
CAMP
Dive into the pool. Sleep under the 

stars. Take a shot at archery. Aim for the top 
of the climbing wall. Every moment at camp 

is designed to give campers fun and eye-opening 
adventures with kind staff, new friends and delicious 

food. Summer sessions begin July 5 and run through 
August 12. Counselor training is June 18-27. More infor-
mation is online: campstevens.org/summer +

ive into the pool. Sleep under the 
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The Christian Formation Course de-
veloped at St. James, La Jolla invites 
participants to explore the Christian 

faith from an Anglican/Episcopal perspec-
tive from the earliest stages of faith (Does 
God even exist? Who is Jesus?) all the way 
to the more advanced stages and ques-
tions of faith (What can I learn from the 
mystics? What is God’s calling on my life?) 
by engaging the mysteries and deeper 
vocational and theological questions we 
have as Christians. The ultimate goal is 
to empower participants to become lay 
leaders in their churches, communities, 
and wider world. 
 The reason for developing this 
particular program arose out of a need I 
recognized in my own ministry while intro-
ducing people to the Episcopal Church as 
new members or as part of confirmation 
preparation.  While some short courses 
already exist for adults that offer introduc-
tions to the faith and Episcopal Church 
(like Alpha and Via Media), none of them 
seemed to go deeply enough into the 
bigger questions that many people ask 
following the conclusion of those pro-
grams.  At the same time, most programs 
or “Episcopal 101” classes often presume a 
certain level of knowledge about Christi-
anity that is simply not present for many 
people today. Over the years I stopped 
being surprised when newcomers told me 
they didn’t know anything about the Bible, 
or about Jesus, and weren’t sure what 
communion was all about. Many of us 
realize that as we move into a post-Chris-
tendom era, the basic knowledge we used 
to take for granted about the Christian 
faith is simply not in circulation in our 
society: we have to begin at a more basic 
level while simultaneously going deeper in 
our work of faith formation. 
 I kept looking for the missing 
piece – a program that was a bridge 
between introductory courses and more 
advance programs like Education for Min-

istry (EfM) and simply couldn’t find it. Then 
it dawned on me that perhaps I needed to 
create it. One of the reasons I felt called 
to serve at St. James was because the 
position of ministry for congregational life 
afforded me the opportunity to focus more 
fully on adult education and formation in 
order to begin the work of developing a 
more comprehensive course of study.  
Our hope and goal is that this course will 
be available in the future to anyone who 
wants to use it. We have created session 
summaries, class outlines, and videos of 
each of the classes (to be available online).  
In addition, we welcome anyone from the 
diocese, and beyond, to attend.
 Part of our unique Episcopal 
theological perspective for the course is 
that we intend to invite questions and 
leave room for doubt and disagreement, 
as well as mystery, during the study. While 
we want to provide a solid framework and 
grounding for faith, we also want to make 
it clear that each of us must wrestle with 
some of the deeper questions of faith as 
individuals. It is Anglican in that it is both 
rooted in our history, Scripture, and tradi-
tion while also allowing space for our own 
reason, experience, and personal stories 
and ideas to take shape. 

CHRISTIAN
FORMATION
COURSE
AUTHOR: The Rev. D. Rebecca Dinovo        EMAIL: rebecca@sjbts.org

CURRICULUM CREATOR: What happens 
when	the	Rev.	Dinovo	can’t	find	a	
curriculum to suit her standards? She 
writes	her	own!

FORMATION CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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Hanh Tran, a St. Peter’s, Del Mar 
parishioner, has convened a 
group of Episcopalians from 

Southeast Asia into the Episcopal 
Asiamerica Ministry (EAM). This 
group formed in 2016 at St. Peter’s 
with three main goals: to build 
community, to form disciples and 
to evangelize. For the past 15 years, 
Ms. Tran has served in Episcopal 
leadership roles with the Episcopal 
Asiamerica	and	Pacific	Islanders	
Ministries, an umbrella of the Chinese, 
Japanese, Korean, Filipino, South 
Asian,	Southeast	Asian	and	Pacific	
Islanders’ ministries. She helped plan 
and execute the 2008 international 
consultation in Taiwan, where she 
heard from Filipino survivors of 
human	trafficking.	In	April	2015,	she	
helped	install	the	first	ever	Hmong	
Daughters of the King chapter, and 
in fact, two Hmong Daughters had a 
booth selling their Hmong arts and 
crafts at our diocesan convention last 
November in Palm Desert. Moved by 
Deacon Bob Nelson’s call to “go out 
and serve the Lord” at the end of the 
service, Ms. Tran has done just that. 
She considers her work with EAM as 
her	thanksgiving	offering	to	God.	
 “The Episcopal Asiamerica 
Ministry is in its infancy,” she said. 
“With God’s will, a lot of prayers, 
it will open to all who want to 
participate in building community, 
honoring diversity, sharing faith, 
spiritual journeys, sharing God’s love, 
witnessing for what we believe and 
lifting others to be closer to God.” 
Ms. Tran hopes that more people will 
join the EAM, calling it a “ministry 
of reconciliation, social justice and 
honoring cultural heritage.” 
 St. Peter’s hosted the 
Festival of the Lunar New Year last 
month to celebrate the traditions 
observed by Chinese, Tibetan and 
Vietnamese people. They had a 
lion dance, a tea ceremony, eggroll 
making presentation, and instruction 
on the Chinese horoscope. +

EPISCOPAL ASIAMERICA MINISTRY

 
I am co-teaching the course with St. 
James’ rector, the Rev. Dr. Mark Har-
greaves. Teaching as a team makes a 
richer experience for all of us, even, or 
perhaps especially, when we disagree. 
The course consists of nine series that 
includes 42 class sessions over a period 

of three years (i.e. three series per year). It 
does not presume that participants have a 
thorough knowledge of Christian theology 
but as it advances it will challenge even 
long time believers to go deeper in their 
faith and formation. We invite your prayers 
and comments! +

FORMATION CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14
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