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8.  Apocalyptic Prophets: Zephaniah, Joel and Daniel 

David Moseley, Ph.D.  
 
This week we will be reading and studying the Apocalyptic Prophets: Zephaniah (late 7th 
Century B.C.E.), Joel (4th Century B.C.E.), and Daniel (2nd Century B.C.E.).  “Apocalypticism” is 
a familiar word in common usage that is often used as a synonym for catastrophic events 
leading up to the “end of the world” as we know it.  However, in Biblical Studies, 
“Apocalypticism” is a technical term that literally means “Revelation(s)” [in Greek], and 
encompasses a wide variety of issues and concerns that encompass a specific Worldview, a 
particular Religious Sub-Culture, and a distinctive Literary Genre with identifying 
characteristics.  Perhaps more than any other genre within the Scriptures, it is vulnerable to 
grotesque misunderstanding and misinterpretation by students and preachers alike, in part 
due to the complex and opaque symbolism employed by the Apocalyptic Writers in their 
literature.  What is not in doubt, however, is the enormous impact it had as a movement in 
Judaism, both on the historical Jesus of Nazareth and Paul of Tarsus – and therefore, also on 
the nature of early Christianity both in terms of the Church and Scriptures. 
 
Assignment #8 for Class on Saturday 20th October 2018  
 

Reading  
 

First, please read through the PDF “Introduction to Apocalyptic Literature” essay by Frederick 
J. Murphy taken from Volume VII of the New Interpreter’s Bible Commentary (NICB).  Focus 
particularly on pp.1-10. (No need to worry too much about Apocryphal [“New Testament”] 
apocalyptic literature at this point.) Hopefully this will give you some insight into 
Apocalypticism as a Worldview, a Sub-Culture, and as a Literary Genre.  Second, please 
read through the books of the prophets Zephaniah, Joel and Daniel, including the 
introductions to these books in your NRSV Bible.  Use the annotations and notes as an aid to 
understanding and interpretation when you feel in need.  [The first half of Daniel (chs. 1-6) is 
a familiar narrative of captivity during the Babylonian/Persian Exile; the second half (chs. 7-
12) contain Daniel’s apocalyptic visions.] 
 
Thinking & Responding  
 

For this week’s Response Paper, I would like you to focus specifically on the idea of “History” 
that emerges in the Apocalyptic texts of the Hebrew Scriptures that you’ve read through.  
How does the Apocalyptic View of History contrast with the Idea of the Covenant?  Do they 
have a Different View of the Relationship of God and his People – both Now, and in the 
Future?  Use Examples from the Apocalyptic Prophets to Illustrate your Points.  Please write 
your Response in approximately 450-500 words (12-point font, double-spaced, one-inch 
margin, with your name at the top of the paper).  Type up and print your Reflections, and be 
ready to share and discuss your Insights in class.  I will collect them in to review and grade at 
the end of the class. 


