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Having examined the Historical and Cultural Background of the Prophetic Tradition in 
Judaism, we now turn to the Written Prophets whose works make up the bulk of our 
study this semester.  In both the Hebrew TaNaKh and the Christian “Old Testament”, 
the “Written Prophets” (or “Latter Prophets” as they are known in the Hebrew Bible) are 
not arranged chronologically, but in order of size: the three major prophets Isaiah, 
Jeremiah and Ezekiel first; and then the 12 Minor Prophets.  We will begin our study of 
the Written Prophets with the two earliest prophets, Hosea and Amos, both of whom 
wrote during the latter half of the 8th Century B.C.E. as the Northern Kingdom of Israel 
(sometimes referred to as “Ephraim”, the largest of the 10 Northern Tribes) declines 
towards the catastrophe of the Assyrian Conquest in 722 B.C.E.  These two books of 
prophecy, Hosea and Amos, written by contemporaries, are full of vivid, visceral 
indictments of the sins of the feckless ruling class, and threats concerning the 
impending crisis to be unleashed by the Assyrians, working as the instruments of divine 
justice.  Nevertheless, despite the heavy insistence on critique and condemnation, 
Hosea and Amos are also not without their visionary moments of anticipated 
reconciliation and restoration ― a time when faithfulness, justice and righteousness will 
once again govern the covenantal relationship between God and his chosen people. 
 
Assignment #3 for Class on Saturday 15th September 2018 
 

Reading 
Please read through the books of Hosea and Amos in the Hebrew Bible.  I suggest 
reading through the introductions to the books in your Oxford Annotated NRSV Bibles 
before reading each book; and then read through the book itself (each book is relatively 
short, and can be read at one sitting in approximately 15-20 minutes).  If you can, try to 
read the books through a second time, this time using the annotations and notes in your 
Bible as an aid to understanding and interpretation.  
 
Thinking & Responding 
For this week’s Response Paper, I would like you to pick either Hosea or Amos as your 
subject, and imagine that one of these prophets from 2,700 years ago was living in our 
times in the United States of 2018.  How would they critique the culture and politics, the 
economics and religion of the world in which we live?  Compare and contrast the world 
they lived in with the world we live in.  What sort of parallels exist that would facilitate 
the translation of their message across the millennia?  And what sort of differences exist 
that might fatally inhibit their message from resonating today?  Please write your 
Response for either Hosea or Amos in approximately 400-500 words (12-point font, 
double-spaced, one-inch margin, with your name at the top of the paper).  Type up and 
print your Reflections, and be ready to share and discuss your Insights.  I will collect 
them in to review and grade at the end of the class.  


