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Set Up:
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Fr. Larry
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Jean Dunn
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Sing Baker
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Billy Steger

Intercessor




Ushers
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Alleluia Banner:  5th grader/Karen Moore

Order of Procession:

Crucifer and torches

Gospel Bearer

Alleluia Banner 

Choir

Intercessor and Chalice Bearer

Priest’s Cross – when used

Clergy




St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church

Instructed Eucharist

March 6, 2011 – 10:00 AM

Celebrant welcomes all from the altar.  After welcome, celebrant goes to the back of church while First reader explains what we can learn by looking around the church.  

Celebrant:   Fr. Wes - Welcome in own words.

Reading the Signs:

1st Reader: Pat Moran

We come together as a community of faith to praise God, to learn, to remember, to celebrate.  We are the living presence of Christ in our world. We are both the heirs of two thousand years of lived faith and the future saints for those who will come after us. 

When we come to our church, we enter into a different reality. It is a reality that speaks to us in signs and symbols. Let’s look at some of the language of faith and worship that are part of our life here at St. Andrews:

The Wall Hangings:

The hangings behind the altar tell us the season of the church year. Think of the church year as color-coded. The color green is used for Ordinary Time.  Not ordinary as in everyday but from the Latin “ordinalis” for ordered or counted. Today we celebrate the Last Sunday after Epiphany.  

Look carefully around church this week then next week see what has changed for the season of Lent.

The Presence Light:

The large votive lamp up on the wall on the organ side of the church tells us that Christ is present in the reserved sacrament. The reserved sacrament is consecrated bread and wine that is kept in the church for visits to the sick or home bound.  Reserved sacrament may also used during the Eucharist if it appears that we will run short before the entire congregation has received. 

Candles

Candles remind us that Christ is the light of the world. The use of candles also has very practical roots.  There was a time when candles were the only light in the church. Since the 12th century candles have been placed on both sides of the altar. Candles are also placed at the ambo.  Additional candles may be placed in and around the church and may be used for special services. The votive candles near the altar in our side chapel are lit for personal offerings and intercessions.

Bells


We ring bells five minutes before the beginning of worship.  We ring bells again during the consecration.  The bells tell of our joy in Christ’s presence and announce to all that something important is happening in our midst.

Crosses:


The Risen Christ hangs high above our heads in the main aisle.  It reminds us that we were redeemed at great cost and that death is not the end of Jesus’ story or ours.  


The cross in the Side Chapel is a Christus Rex or Christ the King. Christ is clothed in the garments of a priest and wears a crown.


An acolyte carrying a cross leads our processions. In Roman times, a standard was used to rally and lead the troops.  The standard was a symbol of honor and held in high esteem.  St. Augustine of Canterbury is often credited with introducing the Processional Cross into our worship services.  The Cross of Christ is our standard that leads us into worship and into the world. At the center of our cross, are the letters: IHS. They are the first three letters of the Greek word, Jesus.


On some occasions, a second priest’s cross is used to lead in the celebrants.

 People bow as the cross passes in procession as a sign of respect, awe and gratitude.


After church, I invite you to spend some time looking at our crosses and see how they speak to you.

The Alleluia Banner


There is something special in our procession today: The Alleluia Banner. Alleluia is the Hebrew word for “praise Yahweh.”  It is a term of great joy.  Tradition has it that the Alleluia is sung by the choirs of angels surrounding the throne of God.  At the end of today’s service, we will “bury” the Alleluia as we enter into the somber, penitential season of Lent on Ash Wednesday. We will not hear the Alleluia again until the Great Vigil of Easter.  

Holy Water Font 

A Holy Water Font is located on the back wall of the church just inside the doors to the narthex.  When we enter or leave the church, we sign ourselves with the cross and remember one of the foundational beliefs of our faith: We believe in God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit…the Trinity.

​The Service Bulletin

Our bulletin tells us everything that we need to know to be an active participant in our liturgy. Our parts are marked “ALL” and are printed in bold face type. Liturgy is work of the people. Our worship together isn’t complete without your voice.

Music

The music that we will sing is selected so that it carries on the themes found in the day’s scripture readings. We often times sing all of the verses of a hymn because the words of the hymn tell a story. To sing is to raise our voices in prayer and praise.

Celebrating Eucharist:

Eucharist is from New Testament Greek and means Thanksgiving. Our Eucharist has its roots in the common meals that Jesus ate with his disciples. The Eucharist, which we are about to enter into, is a celebration of the Paschal Mystery, the story of Christ’s redeeming death and his glorious resurrection. We are a people of Word and Sacrament. Christ is present both as the Living Word of God proclaimed and as the Bread of Life received in the Sacrament of the Eucharist. Our celebration of Eucharist is the source and summit of our worship.

Fr Wes will now call us to worship:

1st Reader leaves the ambo and Fr. Wes begins the service from the back of the church.

Opening Hymn  

Collect for Purity

The Gloria

The Collect of the Day

The 2nd Reader moves to the altar area near the Intercessor during the Gloria.  Immediately after the Collect of the Day, the 2nd reader moves into position at the ambo.

Celebrant:  Please be seated

2nd Reader – Jean Dunn

Our preparations for The Liturgy of the Word are complete. We have asked the Holy Spirit to prepare our minds and hearts to hear God’s word.  We have sung God’s praises in the Gloria.  Fr. Wes has offered the Collect of the Day which is a prayer that gathers together the themes of today’s scriptures and helps to focus our minds on what is to follow.  

Gathering to hear Scripture read is rooted in the practice of the Synagogue.  The number and choice of readings varied greatly in the early Church.  Over time, it became the accepted practice to read one lesson from the Old Testament, a psalm, a lesson from a New Testament epistle and a reading from one of the four Gospels.   We have a three-year cycle of readings called a lectionary.  We read Matthew, Mark and Luke during one of the yearly cycles.  The Gospel of John is primarily read during Lent and Easter.  The Old Testament lesson is chosen to complement the Gospel or Epistle of the day. The Epistles are read in sequence over the three-year cycle.  The choice of readings is important.  Over time, we hear most of the New Testament and a significant part of the Old Testament challenging us to understand our faith in light of the breadth of the Biblical witness.

The Gospels tell us of how Christ lived and taught among the people.  We read the Gospel in the midst of the congregation, in the midst of God’s people to remember that Christ’s teachings, his inspiration and his call to mission are always with us in His Word.  

You may have noticed that some people make the sign of the cross on their foreheads, on their lips and over their hearts just before the Priest reads the Gospel.  The cross on the forehead is a sign that we believe in the Gospel.  We sign our lips out of respect for God’s word and to proclaim our desire to share the Good News.  The cross over our hearts tells of our love for the Gospel and our desire to keep these words in our hearts.

Let us now hear the words of Scripture:

2nd reader turns and leaves the ambo exiting by the side aisle, taking the script with them and the lector for the First Lesson comes to the ambo by the main aisle..

First Lesson

Psalm

Second Lesson

Gospel

At the end of the Gospel, the 3rd reader approaches the ambo using the side aisle.  When the Book of the Gospels and candles are in place, the 3rd reader moves to the ambo.

3rd Reader  Sing Baker

On most Sundays a Sermon follows the lessons.  The sermon interprets the lessons and applies them to the life of the congregation.  Our commentary on the Eucharist today will take the place of the sermon.

After the sermon, we proclaim our faith, pray for the needs of the world, confess our sins and receive forgiveness. 

The Apostles weren’t planning to start a church. But as they preached the Good News, the number of Christ’s followers grew.  The Good News was spread throughout the known world. A new generation of followers became the leaders of the community.   Time passed. Believers talked about what it meant to be a follower of Christ and how to interpret Christ’s teachings. You may have already heard about some of the more serious discussions and disagreements. They were called heresies.  It became important to be clear about what it means to be believer and follower of Christ.  The Nicene Creed was just such a document.  It was the work of the First Ecumenical Council at Nicaea in 325. It became the creed of the universal church. The Council was ecumenical because it was a worldwide council.  

We confess that the church is one, holy, catholic and apostolic. The Church is one because it is one Body, under one Head, our Lord Jesus Christ.  The church is holy because the Holy Spirit dwells in it, consecrates its members and guides them to do God’s work. The Church is catholic because it proclaims the whole Faith to all people to the end of time. The Church is apostolic because it continues in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles and is sent to carry out Christ’s mission to all people.


Our first response to our Confession of Faith is to care about people, about people hurting and in need, about people in power and that we want change in the world.  We pray for all of God’s creation.


We confess our sins as individuals and as the church for the wrongs that we have committed and for the good that we have failed to do. We are forgiven.  Knowing the joy of forgiveness, we greet one another in the peace of the Risen Christ.

3rd reader leaves the ambo by the side aisle taking their script with them.  The Intercessor comes to the ambo and leads the Nicene Creed.
Nicene Creed

The Prayers of the People

The Confession

The Peace

Announcements

Children enter from Sunday School

Vine and Branches

  Fr. Wes introduces the Offertory.

Offertory Sentence 

Offertory Hymn

Collection

Blessing of the Gifts 

As the ushers bring the collection to the altar, the 4th reader moves to ambo.  After the collection is blessed, the 4th reader begins:

4th Reader:  Billy Steger

The Liturgy of the Table:


God has formed us and given us all that we are and all that we have. Our gifts support and sustain our mission and worship.  The priest prepares the table for our sacred meal.  Some the traditions of the preparations are from our past.  The chalice veil is removed.  It has served its purpose of keeping flying critters out of the cup.  The ushers close the communion rail in preparation for our receiving Communion. The rail’s original purpose was to keep the four-legged gifts…the sheep, the goats, the cattle…outside of the altar area. 

Having offered back to God the gifts of our lives, the fruits of our labors and mindful of our love for each other, we now prepare ourselves to come forward to be fed at God’s table.


4th reader returns to their seat and the Eucharist continues.
Fr. Wes prepares the table and gives the instruction for the consecration from the Table.

The Great Thanksgiving


Eucharistic Prayer



Our Father




The Breaking of the Bread

The Invitation to the Table
After the Communion hymn is completed, the 4th reader returns to the ambo from the side aisle;

4th Reader:

We have been fed in Word and Sacrament. We now pray that we may be faithful “doers” of the Word. We ask to be sent out to be God’s hands and heart in the waiting world.  We are blessed. We say the Alleluia one last time.  We sing God’s praises.  The Cross of Christ leads us into the world. We are dismissed.

Please turn to page 365 in the Book of Common Prayer.

The 4th reader leaves the ambo.  Fr. Wes leads the congregation in the Post Communion Prayer.  The Blessing and Dismissal follow.  The Eucharist continues as written.

Celebrant:
Post Communion Prayer



Blessing

Sources:

The Book of Common Prayer

Every Voice Network:  LEAP  (Liturgy, Education & Action for the Parish)  

Dictionary of Christian Lore and Legend  JCJ Metford
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